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except that the forbidden fruit was poisonous and deadly, or intoxica- 
ting and possessing the power to awaken in the first pair the sense of 
sexual modesty. The traditional serpent is the active agent of a 
malignant spirit. The forcible ejection from Paradise, the immortal- 
ity of the physical human body before the fall, and the curse upon 
nature, with some amelioration after the deluge, are dwelt upon. The 
author goes far enough to conjecture that the tree of life may have 
been a palm, a banvan, or an oak. 

Something raav surelv be said in praise of the work as one for 
popular reading, — to the student it offers nothing new, — and yet it 
may be questioned whether it is wise to ignore altogether, even in such 
a popular discussion, the whole modern critical and naturalistic trend 
of thought. E. 1). V. 



Illustrated Bible Treasury and Combined Concordance. Edited by 
William Wright, D.D. New York : Thomas Nelson & 
Sons. 1896. 8vo, pp. 350+31 1. Price $2. 

One of the serious hindrances to accurate knowledge of things 
about the Bible has been the out-of-date character of the "Helps" 
which accompany the Teachers' Bibles. During the past year the great 
Bible publishing houses have given attention to the matter, and we 
have had new " Helps" published. The Oxford Press and the Cam- 
bridge Press have each issued "Companions to the Study of the Bible" 
which leave almost nothing to be desired. And now Nelson &: Sons 
have published their new work, as indicated above. It stands in the 
same class with the Oxford and Cambridge works, many of the con- 
tributors being the most eminent men in the departments which they 
provide. The majority of the writers are British, but a number of 
American scholars also have assisted in the preparation of this valuable 
aid to popular Bible study. There are of course many good illustra- 
tions of places, antiquities, and manuscripts. The last half of the vol- 
ume is a combined Concordance, Dictionary of Proper Names, and 
Subject Index, including the most important changes of the Revised 
Version. This is probably the best abridged concordance now to I e 
had. Excellent maps, incorporating the latest information, complete 
the work. Sunday-school teachers and Bible students generally should 
no longer be satisfied to get along with the old "Helps." The new 
ones can be bought for from 75 cents up. And after a while when 
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these new aids to Bible study are bound up with the Revised Version, to 
which shall be added a good system of marginal references and a 
modern chronology, we shall be happy indeed. C. W. V. 



The Gospel in Brief. Harmonized and translated by Count L. N. 
Tolstoi. Authorized edition. New York and Boston : 
T. Y. Crovvell & Co. One vol., i2mo, pp. 221 ; cloth, 
Si. 25. 
For some years past Count Tolstoi has been engaged in preparing 
a work consisting of four parts : an account of that course of his per- 
sonal life and his thoughts which led him to believe that the truth lies 
in the Christian teaching; an investigation of the Christian teaching 
according to the various churches ; an investigation of the Christian 
teaching based on words and deeds ascribed to Christ by the four gos- 
pels ; and an exposition of the real meaning of the Christian teaching, 
of the motives for its persuasions, and of the consequences to which it 
should lead. 

Count Tolstoi was persuaded to make a condensation of the fourth 
part of his work, and in that he fuses the four gospels into one, omit- 
ting all passages relating to the life of John the Baptist, Christ's birth 
and genealogy, his miracles, his resurrection, and the references to 
prophecies fulfilled in his life. Thus pruned, the account of Christ's 
teaching is, according to Count Tolstoi, the most conventional present- 
ment of metaphysics and morals, the purest and most complete doc- 
trine of life, and the highest light which the human mind has ever 
reached ; a doctrine from which all the noblest activities of humanity 
in politics, science, poetry and philosophy are instinctively derived. 
One hundred and thirty-three pages are devoted to a plain translation 
into modern language of the original Greek, following Count Tolstoi's 
own harmonization. C. 



Tabellen zur neutestamentlichen Zeitgeschichte. By Lie. Theol. 
Wilhelm Vollert. Leipzig: Deichert. 1897. 8vo, pp 
55. Price M. 1.40. 

This little work is an introduction to the study of New Testament 
literature, prepared on a different plan from other works of the sort. 
In a table which has four columns and extends across both facing 



